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ooao ooao Chen Xiaoyong Volatine
oooo O00oOoooouoo  Toshio Hosokawa — Memory (In Memory of Isang Yun)
ooo gomb*oooooo Kim Namkuk Wif'lg 1 (world premiere)
ooo Performers
ooooooooooo Ensemble TIMF
oo oud Conductor Kim Seunglim
— 0ood — —— Interval —
#
ooo oot ooooo  Lokyin Tang Tree Rhapsody* (world premiere)
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Ensemble TIMF members’ flights to Hong Kong are provided by Arts Cismcsl Kerun

*000000000000OOOOOOO * Work commissioned by Ensemble TIMF
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Tree Rhapsody is commissioned by Hong Kong Arts Festival Society with sponsorship from the CASH Music Fund.
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ooooo Meet-the-Artist (Post-Performance)
26.2.2011000 26.2.2011 (Sat)
oCoooooOooopooooooo If you would like to meet composer Lokyin Tang and
0O00o0oooOoooooooo the creative team, please remain in the auditorium

after the performance.
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Volatine came from the English word “volatility”
— of rapid and unexpected changes.

| have always been very interested in the
fundamental form of sonority. As the art of
music becomes more sophisticated as a
medium of expression, sonority remains, in its
archetypal form, the aspect that touches the
soul and reaches most directly into the heart.

Volatine is the realisation of sonority in an
artistic form. The work begins with an E,
and turns from “clear” to “murky”; during the
unfolding of the work, a silent clarity gradually
morphs into a richly expressive, multi-harmonic
resonance.

Programme notes by the composer

Translated by Gigi Chang

Toshio Hosokawa

Memory (In Memory of Isang Yun)
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Memory (In Memory of Isang Yun) (1996) was
written in response to a commission from the
22nd Century Club of Kyoto, Japan. It was
to honour Isang Yun, Hosokawa’s beloved
teacher who passed away in 1995, and
is devoted to Kaya Han who played at its
premiere and was, for a long time, a pianist
with Isang Yun.

Memory is a trip to quiet meditation. It has to
be played very softly and its sound changes
gradually. In tone row and form, by coming back
irregularly to previous sections, it traps time
creating moments for propitious mourning.
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Wings Il is a musical expression of *Yi Sang’s
novel Wings, a piece of Korean modernism
literature.

Some of the novel's text is expressed as
musical language and some is spoken directly
so as to approach the contents of the novel
more intimately.

Text (excerpt) —

Have you ever seen a stuffed genius?
I am happy. At a time like this, even love is
pleasant.

| stopped my pace and wanted to shout.
Wings, spread out again!
Fly. Fly. Fly. Let me fly once more.

Let me fly just once more.

#During his brief 27 years, Yi Sang (born Kim
Hae-Gyeong in Seoul, 1910) produced poetry,
fiction and essays that introduced innovations
in form and language and delved into the
complexities of passion and the indeterminate
nature of self.

Programme notes by the composer
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Unless otherwise specified, programmes notes are provided by Ensemble TIMF.
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0000 Ensemble Members

oooog  The Orchestra

Ensemble TIMF was founded in 2001 as
an ambassador of publicity for Tongyeong
International Music Festival with the hope
of establishing a professional performing
group. lts Artistic Director Uzong Choe and
the other young performers play nationally
and internationally. The Ensembles diverse
repertoire ranges from classical to
contemporary music and it has contributed
to the increasing number of contemporary
music listeners and enthusiasts.

Ensemble TIMF also has been strengthened
its position as the representative and the most
promising ensemble in Korea. It commissions
emerging asian composers and has premiered
many pieces in Korea including chamber music
and music theatre such as the Opera‘s Wozzeck,
Salome, Ariadne auf Naxos and Lulu.

The ensemble extends its stages to Asia
and more, acting as a musical diplomat for
Tongyeong. And ever since its first concert
on the international stage at the Opening of
Romania's Bacau Contemporary Music Days,
the Ensemble has been invited to several other
prestigious festivals including the Darmstadt
International Music Festival, the 48th Warsaw
Autumn Festival and the KlangZeit Minster,
St. Gellert Festival in Hungary. It already has
numerous concerts planned throughout 2011.

0000 Artistic Director 0 00O Percussion 00O Viola
Uzong Choe Shim Sunmin Rah Sewon
000 Clarinet 00O Piano 000 Cello
Lee Yonggen Lee Youngwoo Hur Chul
0O Trombone 000 Violin 00 Ajeng
Lim Hyunsu Kim Eun-A Kim Namkuk
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Kim Seunglim Conductor
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Born in Korea, Kim studied composition and conducting at Seoul National University
where he founded the Seoul Contemporary Chamber Ensemble. He furthered his studies
in Germany. His opera Die Liebe der Yumi was selected by the Rheinsberg International
Opera Competition. He was invited to Foro Internacional de Musica Nueva in Mexico City
with his work Herbstfenster and he conducted his own piece Es klingt noch... at the Asia
Music Festival 2010 in Tokyo.

0ooo 0o
Chen Xiaoyong Composer
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Chen was born in Beijing in 1955, where he studied violin and composition
at the Central Conservatory of Music. Later, he studied with Gyorgy Ligeti in
Hamburg. Chen celebrated his European debut as a composer in 1987 at the Donaueschingen
Music Days.
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Toshio Hosokawa Composer
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Born in Hiroshima, Hosokawa came to Berlin to study composition with
Isang Yun. His highly praised first opera Vision of Lear (1998) explored new
musical terrain between East and West.
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Kim Namkuk Composer
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Born in Seoul, 1971, Kim studied ajeng (a Korean traditional instrument) with Master Yun
Yunseok. He went on to earn a bachelor’s in music at the Kyung-Hee University and a diploma
at the Frankfurt School of Music under Hans Zender’s tutelage. His piece The Wings | was
presented at the 51st Venice Biannale and the Cairo Music Festival. Recently he performed
his work Bu Byeok Jun at the Invalid in Paris.
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The Hong Kong Arts Festival introduces the New Stage Series in 2011. It aims to provide
a multi-disciplinary platform for emerging and experienced artists to meet new challenges
and create new and innovative work.

(E®RE) Tree Rhapsody

0000 Creative Team

oooo /oo ooo

Artistic Director / Composer Lokyin Tang

oooo ooooooo

Story Francis Tang, Lokyin Tang

aad ooo

Librettist Mak Su-yin

ooooooo oooo—0boooooba

Video and Visual Artists Mammoth Projects —Silas Fong, Ant Ngai
oooo ooo

Set Designer Allen Tsui

oooo ooo

Lighting Designer Lau Ming-hang

ogooad ooo

Costume Designer Mable Wun

oooood ooooooo

Chinese Surtitles Mak Su-yin, Calvin Poon

00O Acknowledgements 00000 MrFredricMao 00000 MrAdrian Yeung
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The concert version of the Tree Rhapsody on 27, 28 January 2011 at LIG Art Hall, Seoul was supported by
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imrmgieniepemcmes 1 IMIF FOUNDATION  LIG Arts Foundation

The Arts Development Fund of the Home Affairs Bureau, the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Boy

goooog
Grown-up Boy
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Tree / Dogman
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Music Ensemble

0o
Conductor

0000 Production Team

oo
Producer

oooo
Executive Producer
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Production Manager

gooo
Audio Engineer

ooooao
Production Electrician

goood
Stage Manager

gooodo
Deputy Stage Manager

gooo
Stage Crew

gooad
Surtitles Operator

0OoO0O00  Credits

ooo
Hennessy Ip

ooo
Kim Dohyung

oood
Hamm Sukhun

goooooooooo:
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Ensemble TIMF*

with HK musicians lu Yan (zheng) and Cathy Wong (pipa).

ooo
Kim Seunglim

ooogoo
Hong Kong Arts Festival

ooo
Francis Tang

ooo?
Jones Lee*

ooo
Anthony Yeung

ooo
Anna Lee

ooo
Kathryn Lai

ood

Chong Hiu-ting
ooooooo

Chan Shu-pui, Mak Chi-kai

ooo
Zeng Yilin

*0000000001100 *For ensemble members please refer to page 11.
#0000000000000000 By kind permission of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
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00 Foreword

Artistic Director/Composer/Story Lokyin Tang
During winter eight years ago, my first
multimedia production The Red Tree
premiered. Now more experienced, | once
again play the same role, whilst presenting
my first opera Tree Rhapsody.

As a composer, the priority in writing an opera
is to arrange the structure, layout and music
appropriately; as an artistic director, | have to
weave the drama, the characters, the stage
design, the lyrics and the costumes into the
story and music, and marry them with different
media. | am deeply satisfied with the awe-
inspiring results.

| have always been fond of trees, for me, they
represent the life source of nature. | hope Tree
Rhapsody will touch your heart.

Executive Producer/Story Francis Tang
When we started on Tree Rhapsody, we had
lots of ideas, we also had lots of messages that
we wanted to bring to the audience. If we had to
realise every one of them on stage, | fear even
by doubling the running time, it still wouldn’t
be enough. The characters in our story could
be said to represent nature and mankind; or
they could simply be a man and his pets; or a
naked, unadorned portrayal of the relationship
between two people — in other words, the story
exposes a grumbling question in my heart, “If
one day identities and situations are switched
around, what would we do?” Maybe each
character appears differently to each viewer. |
hope each audience member takes something
personal from the performance.
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00000000O0OO0OO0OOoooO  Tree Rhapsody is a modern morality tale of
000000000000 OoOon0 innocence lost by corruption and indulgence.
JO00oooooooogogogog  The lead character, Boy, abandons his
goo0odoooooooooooo childhood friends, Tree and Dog, to pursue
J0o0Do0oooooogooogo worldly success, and this eventually leads to
oooooo his downfall.

goOo0DOoO0o0oOoOoO0oDOouecOOoooooon
Tree Rhapsody in concert version performed at LIG Art Hall
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0000 Synopsis

ACT |

Spring

Boy and Dog play together under Tree in an idyllic
setting. He is chasing a ball when an offstage
voice lures him away with promises of new
and exciting things. Tree and Dog lament Boy’s
departure and wonder if he will ever come back.
Suddenly, a spaceship appears in the sky.

ACT Il

Summer

In an urban setting, the grown-up Boy tries
to make his way in the world. He pleads with
various professionals to help him achieve
his goal, and succeeds. This involves cutting
down Tree to make way for development and
“progress”. As they are about to cut down the
tree, the spaceship reappears.

Act Il
Autumn

Boy finds himself on Dog Planet, where dogs are
the master race. He and other human beings are
in cages, like abandoned animals. A “Dogman”
takes his three puppy children to choose a
human pet. The humans who are not chosen
are euthanised. As Boy watches the selection
process, he reflects on the way he had behaved
in the human world. At the end of the Act, Boy is
not chosen and his death seems imminent.

Act IV
Winter
Back in the human world, Tree finally collapses,

crushing the Dog. Boy is consumed with regret
as he realises what he has lost.
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Lokyin Tang Avrtistic Director / Composer / Story
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Lokyin Tang is an active composer and has been commissioned by different parties in Hong
Kong and overseas for years. Recent work included Mr Vampire commissioned by the New
Vision Festival, Love, Accidentally by Mui Cheuk-yin's Dance Theatre, Suonas Concerto
Dragon Lantern commissioned by the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra and American’s
renounced ensemble Bang on a Can All Stars commissioned work Distorted Indulgence for
their PCF Concert in Newyork. Tang’s awarded work in Dr. Helmut Sohmen Composition
Prize Movements-homage to Joseph Haydn was performed in Vienna and Hong Kong. The
Hong Kong Sinfonietta commissioned piece Visage will be performed in the March 2011.

Tang's work achieves mastery between Chinese and Western music with a brilliant track
record of prizes and awards to her credit, including 1st prize of Asian Pacific Festival
Young Composer Composition Competition (New Zealand), Young Composer Composition
Award of Singapore Chinese Orchestra Composition Competition and Outstanding Prize of
"Palatino" Piano Composition Competition (China). Tang was also awarded the ACL Yoshiro
IRINO Memorial Prize in Asian Pacific Festival, which made her the first female composer
from Hong Kong to win the prize.

Tang gained her bachelor degree in composition at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts (HKAPA) and later acquired her master’s degree and doctorate in Composition at
The Chinese University of Hong Kong. She was also the awarded scholar of the Fulbright
Scholarship (USA) and Asian Cultural Council scholarship.
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Francis Tang Executive Producer / Story
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Tang acquired his first degree in Marketing and his MPhil Degree in Ethnomusicology at
The Chinese University of Hong Kong. Engaged in a cappella music since 2004, he has
been frequently invited to perform in different events locally and overseas including the
IFP1 Hong Kong Top Sales Music Award 2007, Macau Fringe 2010, Shenzhen Bay Fringe
Festival 2010, Shanghai Expo 2010 and the Singapore International A Cappella Festival
2010. Tang has also been invited to co-produce Chinese Music DIY with the Hong Kong
Chinese Orchestra and he participated in the music production of the Mui Cheuk-yin’s
Dance Theatre Love, Accidentally in 2010.

Tree Rhapsody is his first original opera story.
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Mak Su-yin Libretto / Chinese Surtitles
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Born in Canada but raised and educated in both Hong Kong and North America, Mak Su-yin
has had a life-long interest in languages and their various relationships with the performing
arts. She enjoys a dual career as a university music professor and as a freelance translator,
writer and poet. While her academic writings have all been published overseas, her literary
activities have a strong local focus. An active member of Moon Poetry, Mak is deeply
committed to English-and-Chinese bilingual writing and the creative interaction between
words and music. Tree Rhapsody is her first collaboration with Lokyin Tang and her first
libretto to be presented in a public performance.
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Mammoth Projects is an art duo formed by Ant Ngai and Silas Fong in 2010. They
are visual artists focused on painting and moving images respectively. Starting from
exhibition, they have extended their practice into stage and theatre performances. With
a brew of surreal and poetic, Mammoth Projects tries to explore between the two media
and create a new genre of works.
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Silas Fong  Video Artist
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Fong graduated from the Academy of Visual Arts, Hong
Kong Baptist University in 2008. His work Stolen Times
for Sale received the Gold Award in the Interactive Media
Category of the 14th Hong Kong Independent Short Film.
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Ant Ngai Visual Artist
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Ngai was born and lives in Hong Kong. She received her
bachelor's degree in Visual Arts from the Academy of Visual
Arts, Hong Kong Baptist University in 2008. She works in
painting, drawing and poetry.
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Allen Tsui Set Designer
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Tsui graduated from The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, The Hong Kong Academy
for Performing Arts School of Film and Television, and the School of Technical Arts. He
obtained a Diploma in Design, a Diploma in Technical Arts (TV/Film) and a Bachelor of Fine
Arts (Honours) Degree. He has worked as an Art Director in the film industry and his recent
theatre designs include the Ice Skating Show for Ocean Park Hong Kong, Happily N'ever
After for City Contemporary Dance Company and The Legend of Zhang Baozai for Musica
Viva. Tsui’s theatre design Ah Dull and the Magic Dragon Il was exhibited in the Prague
Quadrennial 2007 as the Hong Kong representative.

He is currently a freelance stage and costume designer, and a part-time tutor at The Hong
Kong Academy for Performing Arts.
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Lau Ming-hang Lighting Designer
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Also known as “SunFool”, Lau is a freelance theatre Lighting Designer and Pop-Up Art
Designer. He has designed lighting for many local and overseas theatre companies,
including the Hong Kong Arts Festival, Hong Kong Repertory Theatre, Hong Kong
Philharmonic Orchestra, Theatre du Pif and the On and On Theatre Workshop. His works
The Will to Build, The French Kiss, The Good Person of Szechuan and Dragon Head were
nominated for Best Lighting Design at the Hong Kong Drama Awards. Lau also directed
and created his own novel theatre works, Am I Crying, Mr. Windy NoBody and FireKid,
a fusion of storytelling, paper-cutting, music and the crafting of Pop-Up storybooks.
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Mable Wun Costume Designer
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Wun graduated from The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts with a Bachelor of Fine
Art, majoring in Set and Costume Design. She has also obtained a Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Secondary School). She is currently a freelance theatre practitioner and visual
arts educator, participating in various local productions for different art groups and school
productions.
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Anthony Yeung Audio Engineer
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Yeung is a sound engineer specialising in classical music recording and
CD/audio mastering. In 2003, he received the Best Sound Design in the 12th Hong Kong
Drama Award. His recent productions include Six Degrees, a Xing Liang choreography,
Dao-Extraordinaire, Very Dance! and Tales of Two Cities by City Contemporary Dance
Company.
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Jones Lee Production Manager
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Lee graduated from The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts,
majoring in Arts, Event and Stage Management. He now works for the
Academy producing and promoting Chinese traditional theatre.
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Hennessy Ip Treble Voice
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Ip is both a singer and Chinese flute player. Aged 12, he is currently
studying at Wah Yan College, Kowloon in the second form. He has been a member of his
schools’ choirs since second form primary and studies the Chinese flute with the Hong Kong
Heep Woh Chinese Orchestra. He has participated in Inter-school music festivals and has
won awards for his performances. He considers himself a cheerful person and aims to bring
joy to others through music.
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Kim Dohyung Tenor
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Kim studied at the Kyungpook National University, Department of Music, Korea; the National
Music Academy, Conservatorio Di Musica, L Perosi, in Italy; and the Accademia Romana
Delle Arti Musicali Opera Course, also ltaly. His repertoire includes Madame Butterfly,
Carmen, La Boheme, La Traviata, Manon Lescaut, and Pagliacci. He won Best New Artist,
2009, Republic of Korea, at The Second Korea Opera Awards.
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Hamm Sukhun Bass
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Hamm attended the DanKook University, Department of Music in Korea; the Staatliche
Hochschule fir Musik und Darstellende Kunst, Stuttgart; and Kunstlerliche Aufbaustudium,
Germany. His debut came in Das Kind und Zauberdinge at the Stuttgart Opera House and
he has since performed in numerous roles. He has worked as a lecturer at the universities
of Dankook, Sejong, Keimyung, Seoul and Hansei.
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Born in Beijing, Yan began playing zheng at the age of 12 under the tutorage of Zhang
Huijuan and Huang Weida. She also received instruction from He Baogquan, Sun Wenyan,
Zhou Yanjia and Wang Xiaoyue. She obtained an honours degree in music from the Hong
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, majoring in zheng. She is a member of the Professional
Zheng Ensemble and has played with the Hong Kong Youth Chinese Orchestra, the APA
Chinese Orchestra and the Luojing Zheng Ensemble, among others.
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Wong trained at The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts(HKAPA), majoring in pipa and
ruan. She has a bachelor’s degree from the City University of Hong Kong, and a master’s
degree in Music Performance from the HKAPA. She was the chairperson of the Hong Kong
Pipa Art Ensemble. She has performed in music festivals in the US, Japan, Singapore,
Malaysia, and several cities in China.





